Jesus’ Story – Acquiring followers and wedding at Cana
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The Story Chap. 23 part 2 (pp.267-269)
Cast of Characters

John the baptizer
Pharisees
Jesus 
Nathaniel
Mary

Interesting Points

-  John’s Gospel does not tell any birth story about Jesus, and it also does not tell of John baptizing Jesus.
-  Jesus does not invite the first disciples to follow him – John points out Jesus and two of John’s disciples  follow Jesus.
- Jesus seems to reject Mary’s request for help at the wedding, but then solves the problem his own way
NOTES

In John, we do not see Jesus’ baptism.  John does not claim to have baptized Jesus.  John does say that the Spirit came down and “remained” on Jesus.  John identifies Jesus as “the lamb of God” – a title that only appears in John’s Gospel and Revelation.


We see John (the baptizer) sparring with the Pharisees, but neither side seems to listen.  They talk past each other.  The pattern will continue through the Gospel.


The story of Jesus collecting disciples is different from the other (synoptic) Gospels.  Two of John’s disciples go and follow Jesus once John points him out.  Andrew invites Simon Peter.  Philip invites Nathaniel.  Nathaniel is not in the list of the usual “twelve” disciples, suggesting that Jesus had more than twelve.  Nathaniel’s confession of faith is the first one in John’s Gospel.

Jesus refers to “heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending”, a reference to the story of Jacob’s ladder.  Jesus is telling us a little about himself.


John’s Gospel is the only place we find the story of the wedding at Cana.  The event was not like our wedding – the couple had been promised to each other at the engagement.  Weddings simply finalized the deal.  There was no religious ceremony, a marriage was more an economic transaction between two families, so the wedding itself was a party.  Mary tells Jesus there is a problem, as if he can help.  Jesus appears to reject Mary’s request, but then without any outward display solves the problem.
Discussion Questions
1. Jesus’ invitation, and Philip’s to Nathaniel, was simply “Come and see”.  What is good about that?
2. What does the quote “heaven open and the angels of God ascending and descending” say about Jesus?
3. Why is the wedding at Cana included in this Gospel?  Why does Jesus appear to reject Mary’s request?
