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The Story Chap. 3

Cast of Characters

Benjamin
Ephraim
Israel

Joseph

Judah

Manasseh
Pharaoh
Potiphar
Reuben
Simeon

Plot Points

- Through the story of Joseph and his brothers, we discover that God’s good plans are always brought to pass.

 God’s plans cannot be thwarted by sinful humans.  Even the rebellious and selfish actions of God’s enemies  are part of God’s mysterious will at work in the redemption and salvation of his people.

- God remains faithful to his covenant promises, saving his chosen people from famine and using Joseph to save all of Egypt.  In the life of Joseph, we see the great lengths God will go to.
NOTES
- The story of Joseph is in the form of "wisdom literature", like the Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes.

  Wisdom literature is secular, common-sense.  God might not even be mentioned.

  Joseph’s story adds a theological twist, giving God the credit for the wisdom he gains.
- Dreams were extremely important in Egyptian culture (and Greeks & Romans later).  Egyptians were so dream-obsessed they had books about interpreting dreams.  Seven cows were already a known sign.  Joseph gives God the credit for what he says.  (James will later write about "wisdom from above").  Pharaoh is so impressed by the dream interpretation that he gives Joseph the job of deputy to solve the coming crisis.
- At end of story, Jacob blesses Joseph’s sons, but blesses second son first (shades of Isaac…..).  This detail is to show that God gets to say who is blessed, regardless of what the culture says.

- Summary of the whole story:  “You intended evil, but God used it for good.”
Discussion Questions

1. Why is the story of Joseph part of the Bible?  Why does it need to be so long?

2. What are some of the things the Lord may have worked into Joseph’s life through his many years of struggle?  What were some of the doubts he may have faced?  What can we learn from his example?

3. In effect, Joseph said to his brothers, “What you meant for evil, God meant for good.”  Have you ever had an experience where, looking back, you can see God bringing good out of a sinful choice or an evil act?

4. What are the various ways that Joseph might have responded to his brothers’ abuse and his life as a slave?  Can you see any evidence of increasing maturity in Joseph in the incident with Potiphar’s wife?

5. If Joseph had not been in prison and thus been put in contact with a member of the court who was temporarily out of favor with the Pharaoh, would his gift of dream interpretation have become known to anyone in the royal court?
6. What is this story pointing to about God?

7. How does Joseph behave when his brothers fulfill his dream about them when “they threw themselves down before him” to beg him not to revenge their mistreatment of him?

8. Do you know a story about someone (even yourself) who experienced great suffering and even injustice and later came to interpret the hard times by saying “God meant it for good”?

